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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT 

PLANNING DIVISION 

TOWN OF WEST HARTFORD  

50 SOUTH MAIN STREET 

WEST HARTFORD, CT 06107-2431 

TEL: 860.561.7555   FAX: 860.561.7504 

www.westhartfordct.gov 

 

PERMIT APPLICATION FOR: (check one of the following) 
 

__ Lot Split                          __ Special Use Permit                     __ Site Plan 

 

__ Lot Line Revisions         __ Subdivision                                      __Building Line              
 

 

File #:___________        Date Received:_____________ 

 

Street Address of Proposed Application:_________________________________________________ 

 

Zone: __________        Acreage/Lot Area: __________   Parcel/Lot#: __________ 

 

Application Fee: ____________   Surcharge Fee: ____________  Affidavit Fee: ____________ 

 

Applicant’s Interest in Property:_________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Brief Description of Proposed Activity: ___________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The undersigned warrants the truth of all statements contained herein and in all supporting documents to the best of his/her knowledge 

and belief.  Furthermore, the applicant agrees that submission of this document constitutes permission and consent to Commission and 

Staff inspections of the site.  Note: Notice is hereby given the Connecticut Department of Public Health must be notified by applicants for any 

project located within a public water supply aquifer protection area or watershed area. (CTDPH website at http://www.dph.state.ct.us) 

 

_____________________________________ ___________________________________________ 

Record Owner’s Name    Applicant’s Name 

 

_____________________________________ ___________________________________________ 

Street      Street 

 

_____________________________________ ___________________________________________ 

City                            State                Zip  City         State                      Zip 

 

_________________________   _________________________ 

Telephone #     Telephone # 

 

Contact Person: 

 

_____________________________________ ___________________________________________ 

Name      Applicant’s Signature 

 

_____________________________________ ___________________________________________ 

Street      Signature of Owner/Authorized Agent 

 

_____________________________________ 

City                          State                  Zip 

  

____________________         ______________________ 

Telephone #   Email Address      
 

U:\Shared Documents\TPZ\Forms and Templates\TPZ Applications\TPZ_March 2017 
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                                                           Removal of existing running track and natural grass field

and construction of a new synthetic turf in its place.  Construction of new athletic light poles.

University of Saint Joseph

1678 Asylum Avenue

West Hartford        CT                06117

1678 Asylum Avenue

West Hartford        CT                06117

Owner

X

860-231-5220

Shawn Harrington

860-231-5220 sharrington@usj.edu

Same as owner

http://www.westhartfordct.gov/
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A. Project Summary 
The University of Saint Joseph seeks approval from the Town of West Hartford for the construction of a new 

multi-sport synthetic turf field and upgraded field lighting. Athletics are an integral component of student life at 

Saint Joseph’s, and the University is looking to enhance and upgrade its current amenities. The proposed project 

development area is located at the northwest end of campus, within the footprint of the existing track and field. 

The track and natural grass field are in poor condition, and the University intends to remove these amentities 

and replace them with one new, lighted, multi-purpose synthetic turf field to support the University’s field 

hockey, soccer, and lacrosse programs. 

 

The construction of the new synthetic turf field will occur entirely within previously disturbed areas. There will 

be no impact to surrounding trees, vegetation, or parking areas, and there will be no significant changes to 

actual land uses on the site. The following narrative highlights the existing site conditions, the proposed 

improvements, and the measures that will be taken in order to control stormwater, erosion, and sedimentation. 

 

 

B. Existing Site Conditions 
Property Information 

Address:  1678 Asylum Ave, New Haven, CT 

Parcel ID:  0181 2 1678 0001 

Lot Area:  88.48 acres 

Development Area: 3.1 acres 

Zone:   R-10 

Map No:  G6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Project Development Area – Aerial Context 
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Context 

The University of Saint Joseph is located at 1678 Asylum Avenue in West Harford, CT and is bounded by Albany 

Avenue to the north, Steele Road to the east, and Trout Brook Drive to the west. The project development area 

is located at the northwest end of the campus, due west of the O’Connell Athletic Center. Six (6) existing tennis 

courts are located to the north of the development area, an asphalt walkway lines the eastern edge, and parking 

areas are located to the south. The development area currently consists of a 400-meter synthetic surfaced 

running track, and a natural grass multi-sport athletic field. 

 

Topography 

The existing natural grass field is crowned with a one and a half to two (1.5-2.0) percent pitch, draining east and 

west towards the track (center of field elevation: 105.75). To the north of the track and field, the topography 

slopes upwards approximately six (6) feet to the tennis courts (elevation: 112.00). To the east of the track and 

field the grade pitches down into a swale and then upwards three feet to an asphalt walkway/access drive 

(elevation: 106.00). To the south and west, the topography slopes down approximately three to four feet into 

the woodlands and wetland pockets (elevation 100.00). 

 

Vegetation 

On site vegetation consists of a relatively dense broadleaf stand of trees on the west side of the project 

development area. Trees mainly consist of White Oak (Quercus alba), Red Oak (Quercus rubra), Red Maple (Acer 

rubrum), White Pine (Pinus strobus), and Eastern Redcedar (Juniperus virginiana). This stand of vegetation 

provides an excellent buffer between the project development area and the abutting properties to the west. 

There is a limited amount of vegetation to the north, east, and west. 

 

 

C. Proposed Construction Activities 
Synthetic Field Construction  

The main component of the project is the construction of a new synthetic turf field. This new field will provide 

the University with a level/consistent playing surface, greater flexibility for the athletic department, and less 

maintenance for the facilities department. 

 

Prior to the construction of the new field, the existing track surfacing and asphalt pavement will be demolished 

and removed from the site, except for the southern end  (‘D-Zone’). This will remain in place to act as staging 

and laydown area for construction operations. The existing track and field base and subbase material will be 

removed and repositioned as a subbase material under the proposed field stone drainage material. The 

proposed synthetic turf field area will be stripped of all topsoil, graded to subgrade elevations, and covered with 

geotextile fabric. Perimeter collector pipes and drainage infrastructure will be installed in conjunction with a 12” 

section of compacted ‘dynamic stone’.  Total depth of field improvements will be 18” in conformance with 

geotechnical engineer recommendations.  The synthetic turf and infill material will be installed on approved 

stone bases, completing the field construction sequence.  See Sheet CL501 for specific details. 

 

The proposed construction techniques will require the use of excavators, front end loaders, trucks, bulldozers 

and compactors for excavation/ fill placement on the site.  No rock is expected to be encountered based on the 

geotechnical report. Erosion and sediment control requirements are included in the contract documents and 

meet state and local regulations.     
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Athletic Field Lighting  

The six (6) existing athletic field lights will be removed and replaced with four (4) LED athletic field lights. The six 

existing light poles are approximately sixty (60) feet in height.  The four proposed light poles will be seventy (70) 

feet in height in order to provide the NCAA minimum lighting standard. The height of the LED light fixtures 

provides increased capability to control off-field light spill and glare. The use of field lights for games shall end by 

9:30pm on Friday and Saturday, and shall end by 8:30pm on Sunday through Thursday. Use of the lights for 

practices will end by 8:30pm and field lights will not be used for practices on Sundays. Please refer to Exhibit B in 

the Special Use Permit application package for additional information. 

 

Electrical Improvements   

In addition to the athletic field lighting, electrical improvements to the facility will include relocating the existing 

scoreboard (to provide better sightlines for spectators), and providing power to selected locations around the 

perimeter of the new field for scoring, timing, and streaming. The existing public address system will remain in 

place, and will only be used during games. 

 

Drainage Improvements   

The major adjustment to the existing drainage system is installation of the stone base section installed 

underneath the synthetic turf field. The structures and piping within the natural grass playing field will be 

removed. The proposed field drainage is collected with a series of underdrain piping and conveyed to the 

existing 36” diameter storm drain pipe via collector pipes on the east and west sides of the field. The 36” 

diameter storm drain pipe flows to the southwest, away from the project site.   The pipe discharges into a 

wetland area located on the University campus.   

 

In addition, a stormwater management storm-filter system will be installed to further address any issues related 

to zinc or other potential contaminants. The storm-filter is an underground treatment device that traps 

particulates and absorbs pollutants from stormwater runoff. Per the conclusions noted in the July, 2010 

Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection final report “Artificial Turf Study – Leachate and 

Stormwater Characteristics”, the DEP suggests that use of stormwater treatment measures, such as stormwater 

treatment wetlands, wet ponds, infiltration structures, compost filters, sand filters, and biofiltration structures 

may reduce the concentrations of zinc in the stormwater runoff from artificial fields to levels below the acute 

aquatic toxicity criteria.   This report was re-affirmed in 2015. 

 

Several of the existing yard drains will be replaced and new connections will be made to the turf drainage 

system. These structures will still convey the runoff from the north and west wetlands to the southern portion of 

the project site.  

 

The Town of West Hartford Engineering Department has stated that the existing detention areas are in need of 

maintenance to ensure they function as originally designed. The University will conduct maintenance operations 

on the existing detention areas prior to the start of construction. Maintenance will include the removal of 

sediment accumulations, removal of invasive and undesirable vegetation growth, and the removal of any other 

debris or deleterious material. 

 

Landscaping 

The project development area is currently surrounded by mature trees and vegetation which will remain. All 

disturbed areas will be seeded or sodded. No additional landscaping improvements are proposed. 
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D. Neighborhood Outreach 
A neighborhood outreach meeting was conducted on February 28

th
 at 7:00pm at the University of Saint Joseph. 

The intent of the meeting is to inform all abutters about the project, and provide information on the proposed 

field lighting system. There were no attendees from the community at the meeting. Please refer to Exhibit C in 

the Special Use Permit application package. 

 

 

E. Soil Erosion & Sediment Control 
All site work will be constructed using best management practices in accordance with the Inland Wetlands and 

Watercourses Regulations of the Town of West Hartford, the 2002 Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and 

Sediment Control, and the 2004 Connecticut Stormwater Quality Manual.  

 

To minimize the potential for pollution caused by soil erosion and sedimentation during and after construction, 

all site construction and inspection and post construction site maintenance will be guided by the provisions of 

the Sediment and Erosion Control Plan and specifications.   The plan provides for construction controls to be 

implemented to prevent disturbance of wetland areas and the transportation of silt to the wetland as a result of 

construction activity.  

 

Temporary controls will be implemented in accordance with the Connecticut Soil and Erosion Control Manual, 

including; dewatering filtration, silt sacks, silt fencing, and hay bales.  Prior to permanent stabilization of the site, 

temporary controls upstream of connections to the outfall will be maintained to prevent siltation into the 

stormwater system.  These controls include storm drainage inlet protection and silt fencing. Erosion and 

sediment control devices will be installed around any dewatering activity areas. 
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Exhibit B – Field Lighting Use Policy & Athletic Light Fixture Information 

 
 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use of University of Saint Joseph Field with Lights 
For concerns or complaints – contact USJ Athletics: 860-231-5419 or Dept. of Public 

Safety 860-231-5222 

 

Restrictions on Sound (For Use of Field When Lights On): 
 

 No loud music will be played through a sound system, in connection with games, practices 
or other activities. 

 Only those horns and whistles required by game officials will be permitted. Spectators will 
not be permitted to use horns, whistles, bullhorns, or any other type of device that uses 
batteries, compressed air or some mechanism to produce noise. 

 The public address system will not be used for practices. 

 

Restrictions on Lighting (University Athletics): 
 

 The use of field lights for games shall end by 9:30 PM on Friday and Saturday and shall 
end by 8:30 PM Sunday through Thursday. The University may permit an extension of 
this time for an NCAA playoff game, an overtime game or a game that extends for other 
unforeseen reasons beyond the noted time frame. 

 Use of the lights for practices shall end by 8:30 PM. 

 Field lights will not be used for practices on Sundays. 

 
Restrictions on Lighting (Other Sporting Activities): 

 

 The field lights may not be used for any event other than a University authorized sporting 
event. 

 Use of the lights for non-game activities shall end by 8:30 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ref: 1678 Asylum Avenue - University of Saint Joseph - SUP application #1336 
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Precast Concrete Base

Overview
The precast concrete base is set directly into the ground, backfilled with concrete, and allowed to cure for 12 to 24 hours. The 
base is designed for easy slip-fit connection to the galvanized steel pole. The remaining components — steel pole, poletop 
luminaire assembly, electrical components enclosure, and wire harness —are assembled as a unit and set onto the base. The 
base includes an integrated lightning ground system.

Tools/Materials Needed

Musco Supplied
 ❑ Field Aiming Diagram

 ❑ Musco Foundation and Pole Assembly Drawing or alternate 
foundation design

 ❑ Steel bar

 ❑ Wooden base wedges

 ❑ Level with shim for tapered base

 ❑ 5/32 inch hex key

Contractor Supplied
 ❑ Conduit for underground wiring 

 ❑ Concrete backfill

 ❑ Water pump (as needed)

Installation Procedure

Verify pole ID on concrete base matches pole location 
on Field Aiming Diagram.

For options on poor soil conditions, alternative 
installation methods, or if there are any issues with 
pole locations given, contact your local Musco 
representative. Your project engineer’s name appears 
on Field Aiming Diagram.

Note: Use only project-specific foundation designs as detailed 
on Musco Foundation and Pole Assembly Drawing or alternate 
foundation design plan.

Mark pole locations per Field Aiming Diagram. 

Excavate holes to size and depth given on Musco 
Foundation and Pole Assembly Drawing or alternate 
foundation design. 

Warning 
Fall hazard
Cover holes or install fencing for fall safety.

1

2

Pole
grounding
connector

Wireway

Handhole,
above grade

Conduit adapter
plate

Wire access hole,
below grade

Tapered
upper section

for slip-�t

Pole ID

Lifting hole

Finished
grade

Top of concrete
back�ll

Integrated
grounding electrode
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Precast Concrete Base

9

Sling and lower base into hole. Orient wire access 
hole to accommodate incoming supply wiring. Snip 
banding and remove tab protectors.

3

Plumb base and wedge into position. Use supplied 
level with shim on upper end against base. Shim 
accommodates taper of base. Top of base is beveled. 
Keep level at least 6 in (150 mm) from top when 
plumbing. 

 Remove any water from hole to avoid weakening 
foundation. Water in hole during concrete pour can 
also cause hollow center of base to fill with concrete.

If backfilling to finished grade with concrete instead of 
compacted fill, be sure to maintain wire access.

Backfill with concrete per Musco Foundation and Pole 
Assembly Drawing or alternate foundation design.

4

5

6

Lifting hole Handhole, 
above grade

6 in (150 mm) min.

Level

Concrete base

Wedges (3)

Shim
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Precast Concrete Base

MKT-2857_F
LSG Underground Wiring
RWS
20 January 2015

Supply wiring

To contactor

Compacted fill unless
backfill to grade with

concrete

Concrete

Equipment grounding
conductor

Have your electrician install all underground conduit 
and wiring, including equipment grounding conductor. 
Route wires up through base to handhole. Conduit 
adapter plates with knockouts are provided. You may 
also install wiring after standing pole.

Backfill with compacted soil to finished grade unless 
alternate foundation design requires concrete to 
finished grade.

7

8
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